EMBARGO

the Act of Congress of May i. His Majesty could have
wished that he were officially notified of Acts of the
United States of possible interest to France. It was only
unofficially and a long time afterwards that he knew of the
Embargo and Non-Intercourse Acts. Grave inconveniences
result, which would not be the case if your Excellency gave
us official notice of such Acts.

His Majesty approved of the general embargo that the
United States laid upon shipping, because, although this
measure was contrary to the interests of France, it contained
nothing prejudicial to her honour. As a result, France lost
her colonies of Martinique, Guadeloupe, and Cayenne; but
she did not complain about this, for she regarded it as a
voluntary sacrifice to the principle that drove the Americans
to impose the embargo, namely that it is better to close the
sea against one's own ships than to recognise the right of
another power to tyrannise over it.

Subsequently an Act of March i took off the embargo,
and replaced it by a hostile measure. In this Act, which was
not known in France till long afterwards, it was provided
that every French vessel arriving in the United States should
be confiscated. Upon this, law had to give way to reprisals.
The proper and inevitable reply was the sequestration of all
American vessels in French ports.

Now Congress takes another step. It rescinds the Act
of March i, opens American ports to French commerce,
and undertakes to resist any power that refuses to recog-
nise the rights of neutrals. In this new situation I am author-
ised to inform you that the Berlin and Milan decrees are
rescinded, and that, as from November ist next, they will
cease to be effective, provided that, as a consequence of this
step, the English withdraw their Orders in Council, and the
new blockade principles that they have tried to establish;
or, alternatively, that the United States, in conformity
with the Act which you, Sir, have just communicated to me,
force the English to respect their rights.

It is with peculiar gratification that I acquaint you with
this resolve on the part of the Emperor. His Majesty loves
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